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How new House rules  

would help Washington households    

 

 

The Washington State House of Representatives will adopt its rules on February 1, 2013. House Republicans will 

offer four amendments to the rules that would prioritize education funding, protect taxpayers and ensure citizens 

have a stronger voice in the legislative process. Below are the solutions, amendments and rules, and how they 

would help Washingtonians.     

 

 

Prioritizing education funding through Fund Education First.   

� Amendment to House Rule 12  

Why this is important to students, parents and schools:  

• If we Fund Education First – in a stand-alone, K-12 education budget – we would meet the needs of our 

students and expectations of our state constitution and Supreme Court. 

• This amendment would establish that not all state programs are equal and elevate education funding to 

the top position it belongs in the budget process.   

• The Democrats are using the failure to properly fund education over the years as a new platform to raise 

taxes. We cannot risk our students’ future on an unpopular approach that is not supported by voters, 

House Republicans, the Senate Majority Coalition Caucus, or the governor.  

 

Placing supermajority vote provisions of Initiative 1185 into House rules.  

� Amendment to House Rule 10(B)  

Why this is important to taxpayers, families and the economy:  

• Nearly 64 percent of voters supported I-1185 in 2012. All counties and 44 out of 49 legislative districts 

voted for it. Voters have supported this concept five times in the last 20 years.  

• Families have made hard choices and sacrifices and they expect the same of their state lawmakers. The 

threat of tax increases causes uncertainty to consumers and employers, which harms the economy. 

• Washingtonians can’t afford to send any more money to Olympia when they are now sending more 

money to Washington, D.C. 

 

Prioritizing citizen testimony in House committee hearings.   

� Amendment to House Rule 24 

Why this is important to citizens who want to be a part of the legislative process:   

• People who come to Olympia to share their views, especially those who travel long distances to do so, 

should be given priority over lobbyists and political insiders.  

• It’s important to hear about the experiences, concerns and solutions of Washingtonians. 

• The Democrats have said they will try to follow this rule. This amendment would ensure accountability 

and positive outcomes for citizens who want to be a part of the legislative process.   

   

Allowing each state representative to have one bill that receives a House committee hearing.  

� Amendment to House Rule 24  

Why this is important to communities in every legislative district:   

• It’s reasonable and fair to allow each state representative, who represents more than 137,000 people, the 

opportunity to choose one bill to receive a House committee hearing. It would result in a greater diversity 

of ideas.    

• Many of these bills would be very important to the communities of state representatives and allow their 

constituents to have a stronger voice in the legislative process.      

• This is a solution in the spirit of the “One Washington” that the Speaker of the House often talks about.  


